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Abstract
New insights into the distribution and habitat preferences of the large scincid lizard Lacertoides 
pardalis at a local scale were made during the course of a translocation study undertaken on the 
Kwé Range, in the region of the Plaine des Lacs of southern New Caledonia. The information 
gathered showed it to be distributed widely in elevation across the range where suitable habitat 
of outcropping rock was present, with a preference for rock habitat located within moderately 
low but dense maquis shrubland with a groundcover of tall sedges. The association with this 
particular vegetative structure in part likely reflects the extent to which vegetative matter, 
primarily fruits of shrubs, constitute a substantial component of the species’ diet, as confirmed by
scat analysis of captured individuals during the study. Lacertoides pardalis is currently 
recognized as ‘Vulnerable’ under IUCN criteria, a designation that assigned by virtue of its 
extremely limited area of extent and specialised biology. However, we here report a significant 
extension in range which indicates the species could be more widespread in suitable habitat 
across the whole of the southern ultramafic region of the island. 
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Introduction

New  Caledonia  has  an  extremely  rich  lizard  fauna  composed  entirely  of  skinks

(Scincidae,  50+ species),  gekkonid  geckos  (Gekkonidae,  six  species)  and Southwest  Pacific

geckos (Diplodactylidae, 35+ species). On a species per area basis this richness greatly exceeds

that of larger Pacific islands including New Zealand. Equally as remarkable is the exceptionally

high level of regional and localized endemism. All species of Southwest Pacific geckos and all

but three species of skinks are in genera endemic to the region, and the level of species richness

will only increase as new taxa in both groups are formally described. By contrast, nearly all the

gekkonid geckos present in New Caledonia are species with widespread distributions throughout

the Pacific (Bauer and Henle 1994), and for some their presence may be the result of human

introduction (Grant-Mackay et al. 2004; Kennedy 2011).

Recent studies have revealed an exceptional degree of endemism concentrated on the

territory’s ultramafic surfaces, which in the south of the main island extend as a near-continuous

block over much of its southern third.  The southern ultramafic region has been identified as a

distinct biogeographic region for lizards (Bauer and Sadlier 2000; Sadlier 2010; Sadlier et al.

2009; 2014b), and harbours a number of endemic species and genera. 

Today the vegetation over much over the region is dominated by maquis shrubland, a low

heath-like formation that occurs from low to high elevation. In contrast,  humid forest on the

ultramafic surfaces is now usually present as remnant patches of varying size surrounded by

maquis habitat, although large areas of forest occur in the high rainfall areas of the southeast

ranges.  However,  prior  to  the arrival of humans humid forest  is  thought to have been more

extensive, with much of the existing maquis formations seen today secondary and largely the

result of widespread and repeated firing both pre- and post- European settlement (Jaffré et al.
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1998; McCoy et al. 1999; Perry and Enright 2002). The lizard fauna of the southern ultramafic

humid forest is characterised by a high level of species richness, whereas that of the maquis

shrubland tends to be less species-rich, bordering on depauperate (Bauer and Sadlier 2000). The

only truly maquis-dependant species of skinks in the region are Lioscincus tillieri (Sadlier and

Bauer 1999) and Lacertoides pardalis (Sadlier et al. 2014a) 

<< Figure 1 near here>> Lacertoides pardalis  is a large species of skink with uniquely

small body scales, probably the smallest of any skink species in relation to its size (figure 1). It

was described from specimens collected on the Kwa Néie range in the very far south of New

Caledonia in 1995 (Sadlier et al. 1997). Since then survey work elsewhere in the region resulted

in  the  discovery  of  populations  at  sites  10–40km  to  the  north.  From  samples  collected

opportunistically over a 20 year period Sadlier et al. (2014a) provided a summary of aspects of

the  species’ biology and  morphology,  and  a  preliminary  assessment  of  the  degree  of  inter-

population genetic variation across its  range.  The results  confirmed the original  assumptions

regarding the species preference for maquis habitat associated with areas of exposed peridotite

(an ultrabasic rock). The presence of peridotite on the surface can be as outcropping rock with a

matrix of rock on rock, outcrops and rock faces with crevices, or artificial situations such as large

rock embedded in a  soil  matrix  (including road cuttings),   and predominately within  ligno-

herbaceous  maquis  shrubland  with  an  abundant  sedge  cover.  These  type  of  rock-dominated

habitats tend to be situated mostly (but not always) near the crest of ridgelines. 

Lacertoides pardalis  was also identified as having a viviparous (live-bearing) mode of

reproduction, and a diet that included the fruit of native plant species (Sadlier et al. 2014a), both

traits uncommon among the New Caledonian skinks. The species appears to be one of the most

wary of the New Caledonian skinks, and has been disturbed or observed while active on only

four occasions, and always at or in close proximity to a retreat site in or under rock. The majority
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of the remaining records are from individuals detected by strategically placed glue traps at the

entrance  to  likely looking crevices  in  rocks,  and several  juveniles  were  detected  by turning

exposed rocks embedded in soil at  a road cutting. Retreat sites included natural or partially-

excavated burrows in soil below rocks, and narrow crevices within outcropping rock or formed

by rock on rock. 

In the 2014 overview the known distribution of the species was given as being centred in

the far south of the southern ultramafic region, primarily in the area known as the Grand Sud,

based on its presence at four locations there (Kwa Néie, Ka Yé Wagwé, Rivière Blanche and

Montagne des Sources). As such it was identified as being of particular conservation concern by

virtue of having one or more aspects of their biology (habitat preferences, diet, home range, etc.)

specialized in combination with a limited extent of occurrence, a combination of factors regarded

as likely to influence the ability of the species to persist into the future. 

<<Figure 2 near here>> More recently the species has been recorded from additional sites

on the Kwa Néie range (Sadlier et al. 2015a: Lagrange et al. 2015) and from the nearby and

contiguous North Kwé range (Sadlier et al. 2014c) (figure 2). The site on the North Kwé range

was located on a short ridge (~1.5km) extending north-south from the main east-west running

North  Kwé  Range.  Areas  of  outcropping  peridotite  tended  to  occur  along  the  crest  of  the

ridgeline,  sporadically at  first  around mid-slope but  becoming more continuous as  the ridge

increased  in  elevation  and  reached  a  ‘plateau’ over  the  northernmost  500m.  Initially  three

individuals of  Lacertoides pardalis were located in outcropping peridotite on the upper part of

the range. The area from which they were recorded was within the footprint of a proposed quarry

of the Valé Nouvelle-Caledonie mining operation. As a result an amelioration project to remove

and translocate individuals of Lacertoides pardalis from the proposed area of development was

initiated by Valé Nouvelle-Calédonie,  a pioneer conservation initiative in New Caledonia for
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lizards under threat by mining activities.  Projects of this nature have been undertaken on the

threatened  New  Zealand  Otago  Skink  (Oligosoma otagense)  and  Grand  Skink  (Oligosoma

grande)  (Germano,  2007;  Houghton 2001;  Patterson 1992;  Reardon  pers.  comm.;  Roughton

2005; McCoy et al. 2014; Whitmore et al. 2011), both species similar in size to  Lacertoides

pardalis, both also dependent on rock outcrops for shelter and foraging sites, and both very wary

in  behaviour.  The  New  Zealand  projects  have  been  successful  in  establishing  new  founder

populations or in recruiting translocated individuals into existing populations.

It is the primary purpose of this paper to provide an account of the finer scale habitat

preferences  Lacertoides pardalis based on the data obtained from the intensive survey for the

species on the North Kwé range, along with information gained on its diet. We also report on the

occurrence of a significant range extension for the species and its bearing on its conservation

station. 

METHODOLOGY

<<Figure 3 near here>> Previous studies to assess the diversity and abundance of lizard species

in forest and maquis habitats in the Grand Sud have shown strategically placed glue traps (Bell

Laboratories Trapper Mouse and Trapper Max Glue Traps) to be highly effective in detecting the

presence of the majority of day active skink species, particularly in areas with a dense understory

and  groundcover  where  opportunities  for  detection  by  observation  are  limited.  Given  the

wariness of Lacertoides pardalis and the limited visibility in areas of dense maquis and/or dense

groundcover, traps placed under or next to crevices and cracks in areas of outcropping peridotite

is the only trialled and effective way known to date for trapping this species (figure 3). 

<<Figure 4 near here>> Fifteen individual capture sites were established along the range

on which the proposed quarry was to be located. Each capture site had at least 10 glue traps
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scattered  over  the  area  of  outcropping  peridotite,  the  aim  being  to  cover  the  rock  outcrop

effectively to retrieve as many individuals as possible from the site.  The traps were placed in

crevices and corridors in outcrops and in sheltered sites at the base of outcrops. The project was

undertaken in  October,  the  period  that  usually provides  optimal  opportunity for  activity and

movement by lizards in the region, and least likely to be subject to overcast conditions.

<< Figure 5 and Figure 6 near here >> Vegetation along the crest of the ridge at mid-

slope was low dense maquis with dense sedges less than one metre tall, with both the shrubs and

sedges  becoming  lower  as  elevation  increased,  and  with  the  shrubs  becoming  sparser.  The

numbering of sites reflected their position along the ridgeline of the range, with sites 1 and 2 on

the lower slopes, sites 3-7 on the mid-upper slope, and sites 8-15 along the crest of the range on

its upper slopes. Some sites were grouped in close proximity to each other. Mid-slope sites 3 and

4 were located on part of a single area of outcropping peridotite (figure 5), as were mid-slope

sites 5 and 6. Upper-slope sites 8 and 9 were part of a single area of low outcropping peridotite,

and sites 10 and 11 were part of the same area of large outcropping peridotite along the ridgeline

(figure 6). Upper-slope sites 14 and 15 were part of the same area of low outcropping peridotite

at the northern end of the translocation area. The upper-slope area was considered suboptimal

habitat for the species as the maquis was low and sparse and the groundcover was predominately

sedges with extensive eroded areas away from the crest of the range.

Individuals of Lacertoides pardalis caught for relocation were removed from the traps at

site of capture using oil (edible vegetable oil or olive oil) which forms a film between the lizard

and glue trap and allows removal without damage to scales. Excess oil was removed with paper

towelling and the lizards were moved to the laboratory and held singularly in a suitably sized

container until relocation several days (2-3) later. Individuals were measured, weighed, sexed,

photographed and toe-clipped with a  unique and permanent  identification  mark to  allow for
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future  monitoring  prior  to  release  at  the  relocation  site  (Sadlier  et  al.  2015d).  Scats  from

individuals captured and held were collected for later dietary analysis. We employed germination

of seeds in the scats as the technique for determining the identification of the fruits eaten. Tissue

samples in the form of toe clips from the marking procedure and a small piece of tail tip were

taken and retained for future DNA paternity testing.

Temperatures during the translocation project were mild but adequate for lizard activity

(see Appendix 1). Effective trapping days were temperatures of 21°C or higher with prolonged

periods of sunshine. The trapping session at each outcrop operated until no animals were caught

for three consecutive days.

RESULTS

<< Table 1 near here >> During the translocation project 18  Lacertoides pardalis were

captured on the range in the area of the proposed quarry. This is near equivalent to the total

number of individuals previously recorded from across the species range since its discovery in

1995. 

Only a single individual was captured from the two lower slope sites (1 and 2), and was

unexpected given the very limited extent of outcropping peridotite low on the range. Otherwise

one or more individuals were captured from most of the remaining sites except for four sites

along the crest  of the range on the upper slopes (sites  10,  12,  13 and 14).  The majority of

individuals were taken from the mid-slope, in the two areas of outcropping peridotite on the spur

of the ridge covered by sites 3 and 4 and sites 5 and 6. The individuals captured from the outcrop

covered by sites 3 and 4 consisted of two juveniles, one subadult male and one adult female. The

individuals recorded from the outcrop covered by sites 5 and 6 consisted of two juveniles, one

sub-adult, and two adult females. 
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On the crest of the range six individuals were captured from a moderately extensive area

of outcropping peridotite covered by sites 8, 9 and 11. Sites 8 and 9 were located in an area of

low outcropping peridotite on the crest of the range and the individuals recorded consisted of two

subadults, one adult male and one adult female. A single juvenile and adult female were recorded

from site 11, an area of large outcropping peridotite along the ridgeline. This was the location at

which an individual was captured during the initial survey of the area in 2014 (Sadlier et al.

2014c).  None were recorded from site  12,  an area of large outcropping peridotite  along the

ridgeline adjacent to sites 10 and 11, and none from site 13 also an area of  scattered large

outcropping peridotite, but from which two individuals had previously been recorded in 2014

(Sadlier  et  al.  2014c).  Only a  single  juvenile  was recorded in  the  area  of  peridotite  on  the

uppermost  slopes  covered  by sites  14 and 15,  possibly reflecting suboptimal  habitat  for  the

species at these two sites. 

<< Table 2 and Figure 7 near here >> The results of germination of seeds contained

within faecal samples collected from individuals of  Lacertoides pardalis captured on the study

site in 2015 and held prior to release showed the fruits of one species of small shrub dominated

in  the  diet  of  this  population  (figure  7).  Seedlings  were  germinated  from the  scats  of  nine

individuals comprising three adult females and one juvenile from the mid-slope sites 3, 4 and 5,

and one adult male, one adult female and two subadults from the upper slope sites 8 and 9, and

one individual (a juvenile) from the upper slope site 11 on the crest of the ridge (Table 2). Nearly

all the seedlings germinated were from the shrub  Myrtastrum rufopunctatum, 82 in total and

ranging  from 1–28  seedlings  in  adults,  3–8  in  subadults  and  2–3  in  juveniles.  Myrtastrum

rufopunctatum (Myrtaceae) is a shrub that grows to 1–1.5 metres in height on ultramafic surfaces

of the south, it is the only species in the genus. Fruiting shrubs were found at the mid-slope sites

and most of the upper slope sites, but not in the vicinity of the capture site on the very upper
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slope  site  11,  indicating  individuals  may  forage  some  distance  for  these  fruits.  A  single

germination of three seedlings of the shrub Uromyrtus ngoyensis (Myrtaceae) was recorded from

the scats of a subadult individual from the upper slope site 9. Uromyrtus ngoyensis is a shrub and

is found on ultramafic surfaces across New Caledonia.  

DISCUSSION

The results  obtained indicate  the species  was more abundant  in areas of  outcropping

peridotite within areas of dense but moderately low (1–1.5m) maquis shrubland in association

with a groundcover of dense sedges (as seen at sites 3 and 4 and sites 5 and 6). The number of

individuals captured in areas of outcropping peridotite within low (>1m) and sparse marquis

shrubland and/or with a groundcover dominated by broad-leaved sedges (sites 8-15) was overall

low, with the exception of the area within which sites 8 and 9 were located. Overall, it would

appear that the species has a lower abundance and irregular distribution of individuals in areas of

outcropping peridotite within low and sparse maquis habitat, which typified much of the habitat

on the crest of the range along its upper slopes. 

Nothing is known of the extent of site fidelity or home range of Lacertoides pardalis. As

such  it  is  unclear  whether  the  abundance  of  individuals  observed  in  areas  of  outcropping

peridotite  within  dense  but  moderately  low maquis  shrubland  with  a  dense  groundcover  of

sedges represent sites capable of maintaining ‘denser’ resident populations and/or areas visited

by individuals resident in adjacent habitat  with suitable sheltering sites but a less productive

vegetative  formation.  It  is  possible  that  individuals  move  about  the  landscape  and  are  not

restricted  to  a  particular  outcrop,  perhaps  driven by food availability.  We did not  catch  any

individuals at site 13 although two were caught at the same site 12 months earlier.
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Previously published studies identify a prevalence of frugivory, with numerous seeds and

fruit parts recorded. An earlier analysis of the diet of eight adults based primarily on stomach

contents of preserved specimens (Sadlier et al. 2014a) showed a  high prevalence of frugivory,

with numerous seeds and fruit parts recorded. Seeds and fruits belonging to at least four shrub

species in the Myrtaceae and Sapotaceae were found in five (70%) of the specimens examined. A

high number of seeds of the myrtaceous shrub Uromyrtus ngoyensis (187) were recorded from

five individuals and a few seeds of the myrtaceous shrub  Myrtastrum rufopunctatum from a

single individual. Fruits or parts of the fruits of Uromyrtus sp. (2),  Leptostylis (Pycnandra) sp.

(3) (Sapotaceae) and  Planchonella  sp. (1) (Sapotaceae) were consumed by one or two of the

individuals examined. From the results of this study it was suggested Lacertoides pardalis may

play a role in the dispersal of some plants in the maquis and possibly also for some typically

forest species that are found on forest margins (such as Planchonella). 

The faecal samples (scats) collected from individuals captured in the current study on the

North Kwé range and held prior to release also showed a high prevalence of seeds and vegetative

matter  in  their  diet.  The  fruits  of  the  shrubs  Uromyrtus  ngoyensis and  Myrtastrum

rufopunctatum, the two main plant species recorded in the results of the earlier dietary analysis

(Sadlier et al. 2014a), were also recorded in our study, but with Myrtastrum rufopunctatum being

the dominant fruit consumed (rather than Uromyrtus ngoyensis) in the current study. Both species

were in fruit at the time of the study, but the season for  Uromyrtus ngoyensis would appear to

extend further  into  the  summer  months  (August  –  January)  than  Myrtastrum rufopunctatum

(Augst – November), possibly accounting for the differences in occurrence of fruits from these

shrubs seen in the two studies. It is possible the higher number of individuals recorded from

areas of outcropping peridotite within dense maquis shrubland and a dense cover of sedges could
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be linked to the species preferences for the fruits recorded in these dietary studies, and warrants

further investigation.

An interesting observation made during the course of the study was the apparent low

abundance of rodents encountered during the trapping regime. Rats have been demonstrated as a

major predator of lizards in New Caledonia (Thibault et al. 2017). On the area of the proposed

quarry 150 traps  were in  place  for  a  total  of  1584 hours  and only six  showed evidence  of

disturbance by rats. This is in marked contrast to the extent of trap disturbance recorded during

other surveys in the North Kwé area using the same trapping methodology. In areas adjacent to

the study site but primarily on maquis habitat on undulating terrain and including taller maquis

habitat 34 of 270 traps were disturbed over 48 hours during one survey (Sadlier et al. 2015a), 37

of 190 traps for 72 hours (Sadlier and Swan 2015), and 29 of 90 traps over 72 hours during

another survey (Sadlier et  al.  2015c). Rats are a recent (post-human occupation) predator of

lizards, and their abundance at sites could influence the densities of  Lacertoides pardalis. The

apparent scarcity of the species in rock habitat lower on the range could possibly be linked with

the apparent higher abundance of rats in areas adjacent to the base of the range.

A significant component in assessing the conservation status of Lacertoides pardalis was

the  extremely  restricted  nature  of  its  known  distribution,  with  an  extent  of  occurrence  of

approximately 24 km² and the area of occupancy estimated to be <2 km² (Whitaker and Sadlier

2013), resulting in an IUCN Red List status of Vulnerable. An unpublished photographic record

now exists for  Lacertoides pardalis from near Thio (figure 2) in the far north of the southern

ultramafic region (Astrongatt pers. comm.). This represents an extension in range of 65km north

to  the  northern  boundary  of  the  southern  ultramafic  region,  suggesting  the  species  has  a

significantly  greater  distribution  in  the  region  than  previous  records  indicate,  and  that  the
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estimated area of occurrence and extent of occupancy as presented in its IUCN Red List account

need to be re-evaluated. Even with an increase in the area of occurrence it is likely to still be

sufficiently small to not trigger a shift in the species classification under the IUCN categories,

but Lacertoides pardalis’ extended range of occurrence does indicate that conservation strategies

for the species should now extend well beyond the Grand Sud.

CONCLUSIONS

The  information  gained  during  this  project  undertaken  on the  North  Kwé range  has

significantly refined our understanding of the habitat preferences of  Lacertoides pardalis. Our

capture results indicate the species was scattered widely across the range where suitable rock

outcrops occurred, but that it was more abundant in outcropping peridotite within areas of dense

but  moderately low (1–1.5m)  maquis  shrubland in  association  with  a  groundcover  of  dense

sedges. By contrast, far fewer individuals occur in areas of outcropping peridotite within low (<

1m) and sparse marquis shrubland and a groundcover dominated by broad-leaved sedges. The

prevalence of the species in areas of peridotite within areas of denser maquis could be linked to

(greater) availability of suitable fruits in this type of maquis habitat. As such, the positioning of

the rock outcrops and the attributes of the surrounding maquis shrubland would appear to be as

equally an important, or more so, than the extent (size) of the outcropping rock habitat.  Our

investigation of the extent of vegetative matter in the diet of Lacertoides pardalis is consistent

with earlier findings, and reinforces the possible role of the species in plant dispersal in maquis

shrubland.

No Lacertoides pardalis were observed visually at any of the sites, confirming all prior

experience that the species is highly secretive in behaviour, and unless specific targeted survey

12



methods are used there is a high probability this species would not be detected by observation

alone, even at sites with optimal habitat. 
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Table 1. Captures of Lacertoides pardalis over the duration of the translocation project in 10–16

October 2015. ‘Set up’ denotes day trap lines were established and ‘Closed’ when the trap lines

were pulled up. The sex of adult individuals captured as determined detection of hemipenes is

denoted as follows: M = adult male; F = adult female; M/SA = subadult male; SA = subadult sex

unknown; J = juvenile. 

Site no. 10 Oct. 11 Oct. 12 Oct. 13 Oct. 14 Oct. 15 Oct. 16 Oct. TOTAL

1 Set up - - Closed ***** ***** ***** 0

2 Set up - - F - - Closed 1

3 Set up M/SA - J - - Closed 2

4 Set up F - - J - Closed 2

5 Set up F - F - - Closed 2

6 Set up J & SA - J - - Closed 3

7 Set up J - - Closed ***** ***** 1

8 Set up -
F & M

& M/SA
- - Closed ***** 3

9 Set up SA - - Closed ***** ***** 1

10 Set up - - Closed ***** ***** 0

11 Set up F & J - - Closed ***** 2

12 Set up - - Closed ***** ***** 0

13 Set up - - Closed ***** ***** 0

14 Setup - - Closed ***** ***** 0

15 Set up J - - Closed ***** 1

Total 7 6 4 1 0 0 18



Table 2. Fruits eaten by Lacertoides pardalis at determined by germination of seeds passed by

lizards. A later inspection of the capture sites (S. McCoy) identified the vegetation as low and

shrubby 1–1.5m tall with dense sedge ground cover over 60% of area at mid slope sites 3, 4 and

5, and as low and shrubby <1m tall with dense sedge ground cover over 80% of area at upper

slope sites 8 and 9 and very upper site 11, and the presence of fruiting shrubs (at the end of the

fruiting season) of the plant species germinated from lizard scats.

Sex
of

lizard

Site &
trap
No.

Seedling type
germinated from

scats

Number of
seedlings

germinated
Fruiting plants recorded at trap site

Shrub
height
(cm)

J 3 (1)
M. 
rufopunctatum

2 1 M. rufopunctatum 4

F 4 (8)
M. 
rufopunctatum

18 1 M. rufopunctatum 11

F 5 (1)
M. 
rufopunctatum

14 1 M. rufopunctatum 5

F 5 (3)
M. 
rufopunctatum

1
3 M. rufopunctatum; 1 U. 
ngoyensis

5

F 8 (6)
M. 
rufopunctatum

15 2 M. rufopunctatum 13

M 8 (8)
M. 
rufopunctatum

21 2 M. rufopunctatum 11

M/SA 8 (10)
M. 
rufopunctatum

8 None 9

SA 9 (5) U. ngoyensis 3 None 12

J 11 (6)
M. 
rufopunctatum

3 None 10



Appendix 1 Key weather variables over survey period 10–16 October 2015.

Date Time Temp. C % Humidity % Cloud Cover
10.10.15 09.25 24 57 80
10.10.15 12.10 26.5 50 60
10.10.15 15.45m 20 54 85
11.10.15 09.10 22 60 65
11.10.15 12.30 26 45 60
11.10.15 15.30 23 45 50
12.10.15 09.30 22 60 70
12.10.15 12.00 24.5 52 80
12.10.15 15.00 22.5 55 30
13.10.15 09.45 23 50 10
13.10.15 12.40 25 48.5 20
13.10.15 15.30 19.5 75 100
14.10.15 09.15 20 70 90
14.10.15 12.30 23.5 63 70
14.10.15 15.15 21.2 65 80
15.10.15 09.15 20.8 67 90
15.10.15 12.30 22 67 70
15.10.15 15.00 19.3 65 75
16.10.15 09.00 20.5 72 95
16.10.15 11.00 20.5 75 100



Figure 1: Lacertoides pardalis from the proposed area of development on the North Kwé Range.



Figure 2: The distribution of Lacertoides pardalis (yellow dots) in the southern ultramafic region of

New Caledonia including the relative location of the study site on the North Kwé Range and the

range extension for the species at Thio on the northern edge of the region.



Figure 3: Trapping methodology showing: placement 
of traps on a typical mid-slope peridotite outcrop (sites 
5 & 6), note scattering of glue traps (position marked 
with pink flagging tape) across individual rocks to 
maximise captures (3a); placement of glue trap among 
outcropping peridotite (3b); adult Lacertoides pardalis 
caught on glue trap (3c).



Figure 5: Position of the mid-slope sites on the ridgeline (5a) and the

exposure  of  the  outcropping  peridotite  and  the  density  of  maquis

shrubland and sedge groundcover typical of the mid-slope sites (5b).



Figure 6: upper slopes of the range (from site 6) with outcrops of
sites 10 and 11 in distance (6a) showing the eroded surfaces (6b)
and low sparse maquis ligno-herbace shrubland with a dominant
ground cover  of broadleaved sedges (6c)  typical  of  the upper
slopes of the range.



Figure  7:  Seedlings  of  the  shrub  Myrtastrum rufopunctatum (A)

germinated from the scats of  Lacertoides pardalis captured on the

North Kwé Range and planted into seed trays (B). These seedlings

were used in identifying the fruits consumed by individuals on the

study site (LP numbers relate to scats from individual lizards).


